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MEMORANDUM FOR:  The Secretary of State &h Oct 52
e Secretary of Delsvse

BUBIECT: Comxmmications Becurity {(COMSEC) Mabiere

The securihy of ¢lessified Federpl telscommuniosticns {COMAEC) is .
& sational responsibility. COMSEQC policies and procedures must be \
integrated so as to sneble the various deparicents and agenciss of the .
{Jovernuent 4o cooperate effectively in such matters sod to satiafy §
legitimate requirenents for the security of thair claseified messages. ' .

I therafora designate the Secretacies of State and Defense as a
Special Coomities of the Katlonal Becurity Council for COMSEC metters,
T establish such policies relabing to COMSEC as will mehieve the maximm |
seourlty of classified Feteral telecomnmicntions and o keep me sdvised p
of such policies througb the Bescutive Bearsatery of the ¥atlopal Becurity X
W AR c&lc “\ '.\.\

Tn the COMBEC fiald, I dirvect the Special Committes 0f the NEC to W\
yrapire and lssue divectives which eflils N
1. Mescind the Executive Order of 3 July 1945 entitled
"Sryplograpghic Security ¥With Beapect to Certain Commmicatiocns
of thwe Jovermoent. .
- B+ Establish s United Hiates Comemmnications Security Board
{UsCsB) responsibls for integrating policles and procedures
alfecting the security of olasaified Federal telecommmications.

3. Frovida fix tho establishment of appropriste responsibilities
and authorities to assurs within the Executive Braach, smong othsr
{n) Bigh snd uniform stendavds of commmication security.

{b) Brfmctive cooperation in CXMIEC metters between de-
pacrtments and sgenclies soncerned.

{o) The aflaguacy of the cryptograpbic systeus used,

{8) Courdiontion of COMIEC problems, periicularly policies
with respact fo foreign goversments,

(e} Satisfaction of legitimate requiremsnts Yo the
sacurity of cliassified telscomounications.

{Bigned) HARRY B. 'TRUMAN
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